Drawing calibration graphs with a series ofstandards and comparing large numbers of peaks is necessarily timeconsuming and a notorious source of errors in continuous-flow-analysis. With the authors' methods, moreover, the problems are virtually doubled because two autoanalyser 'runs' are made for each metabolite, one of which is needed to determine the intrinsic or 'blank' fluorescence present in the perchloric acid extracts of blood and the other for the 'test' run. These extracts are prepared by adding an approximate volume of blood to perchloric acid and although this allows some flexibility at the blood collection stage, a different factor has to be applied to each sample to correct for the dilution obtained and is, therefore, additionally time-consuming. For these reasons a means of acquiring the analytical data from the fluorimeters using a microcomputer has been devised, thus lessening very much the tedium of the analyst, as well as possibly eliminating many of the calculation errors.
Methods and materials
The instrumental system consists of a Chemlab sampler type 
